
Country
Occupational Airborne  
Lead Exposure limits 

(mg/m3)

Occupational Blood Lead 
Levels/men (µg/100ml)

Occupational Blood Lead 
Levels /women 

(µg/100ml)

Airborne Lead Emission 
Limits (mg/Nm3)

*Ambient Lead Air 
Quality Standards 

(µg/m3)

Drinking Water 
Standards  (µg/l)

Argentina 0.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Australia 0.2 50 20 N/A 0.05 50
Austria 0.1 N/A N/A N/A 0.5 50
Belgium 0.2 50 N/A N/A 2.0 N/A
Canada N/A N/A N/A N/A 1.5 50
Denmark 0.1 50 N/A N/A N/A N/A
Finland N/A 40 N/A N/A N/A N/A
France 0.15 N/A N/A N/A 2.0 N/A
Germany 0.1 70 30 N/A 1.5 40
Greece 0.15 70 N/A N/A N/A N/A
India 0.15 N/A N/A N/A ®0.75 100
Israel 0.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Italy 0.15 70 N/A N/A N/A N/A
Israel 0.1 60 30 N/A ^1.5 N/A
Ireland 0.15 70 N/A N/A 0.5 50
Japan 0.1 60 N/A ç10 N/A 100
Luxembourg N/A 70 N/A N/A N/A N/A
Mexico 0.15 N/A N/A N/A 1.5 50
Morocco 0.2 60 N/A N/A N/A N/A
Netherlands 0.1 60 45 N/A 2.0 50
New Zealand 0.15 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Norway 0.05 60 N/A N/A N/A N/A
Peru 0.2 60 N/A N/A ^1.5 N/A
Singapore N/A N/A N/A 5 N/A N/A
South Africa 0.15 80 40 N/A 2.5 50
Spain 0.15 70 N/A N/A 0.5 N/A
Sweden 0.1 50 30 N/A N/A N/A
Switzerland 0.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A 50
Thailand 0.2 70 N/A 30 ^1.5 N/A
Taiwan N/A N/A N/A 10 ^1.0 N/A
Turkey N/A N/A N/A N/A 2.0 N/A
UK 0.15 70 40 N/A 2.0 50
USA 0.05 50 50 N/A 1.5 15
USSR N/A N/A N/A N/A **1.0 N/A
Average 0.14 61 36 14 0.85 54
Proposed Karnakata 0.15 60 30 10 2.0 N/A
Proposed BEST 0.05 50 50 10 1.5 N/A
*Ambient Air Standards are based on an annual average unless noted.
** 24 hours period.
^ Monthly average.
® For Residential, Rural and Other Areas. The standard for "Sensitive Areas" is 0.5µg/m3.
ç For secondary refining of lead for manufacturing lead pipe, sheet, wire, lead storage batteries or lead pigment.


